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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1- (Currently Amended) An absolute value calculating element comprising; 
electrostrictive elements; and a 

detecting means for detecting an amount of deformation thcreo£ of said 
electrostrictive elements: 

wherein an alternating-current signed is calculated into an absolute value and 
output by impressing the alternatin g-current signal to said electrostrictive elements to 
deform tke-same said elecft-ostrictive elements and by converting a distortion of said 
electrostrictive elements into af na direct-current electric signal by-using said detecting 
means, 

2. (Currently Amended) The absolute value calculating element of Claim 1 , 
wherein said detecting means comprises a piezoelectric/electrostrictive element that is 
deformed in proportion to the amount of said deformation of said electrostrictive 
elementsr -: and 

wherein a»-the_altemating-current signal is calculated into an absolute value 
and output by impressing the alternatin g-current signal to said electrostrictive elements 
to deform the-sfrme said electrostrictive elements and by outputting an electromotive 
force generated by #*e-said_defoimation of said piezoelectric/electrostrictive element. 

3 . (Previously Presented) The absolute value calculating element of Claim 2, 
wherein said electrostrictive elements and said piezoelectric/electrostrictive element 
are overlapped and pinched between a rigid body that is not deformed. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The absolute value calculating element of Claim 2, 
wherein one end of each said electrostrictive e lements element is fixed in a deforming 
direction thereof while the other end of each said electrostrictive e l e m e nts element is 
fixedly attached to one surface of an elastic plate body, said elastic plate body h aving 
one fixed end and another free end— ^and 

wherein said piezoelectric/electrostrictive element is plate-shaped and is-fixedly 
attached to the otho r an opposed surface of said elastic plate body. 

5. (Currently Amended) The absolute value calculating element of Claim 4, 
wherein said electrostrictive elements gad^ai^ pi e zoelgctric/eloctrQ&triotivo olomont 
are fegtae d - in a plate liko shapc p late-shaped, 

wh e r e in said electros trictivc elem e nts ar e fixedly att ae h e d to one surface of 
&a4d- elastic plate body while snid piczool e otric/ e lectrost i^s tiv e e lement is fixedly 
attach e d to thc -ap posing s urfa c e of said elastic plato body. 
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